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5th Grade :  Social Studies Study Guide for the Finals 

 Part 1: Global Land Use
What is Land Use?
Land use refers to how humans use the land around them. It includes farming, building homes, parks, roads, and industrial areas. Land use changes the environment and affects people and animals.
Types of Land Use
Agricultural: Land used for growing crops and raising animals. Examples: wheat fields, rice paddies, cattle farms.
Residential: Land used for living spaces such as homes, apartments, and neighborhoods.
Commercial and Industrial: Land used for businesses, shops, factories, and warehouses.
Recreational: Land used for parks, playgrounds, and natural reserves where people relax or exercise.
Forests and Wilderness: Land kept natural or used for logging and conservation.
Transportation: Land used for roads, highways, airports, and railways.
How People Change Land
Clearing Land: Cutting trees and removing vegetation to make space for homes, farms, or buildings.
Building Infrastructure: Creating roads, bridges, schools, hospitals, and utilities for people to live and work.
Water Management: Building dams, canals, and irrigation systems to control water for farming or cities.
Urban Development: Expanding cities and towns, including housing, business districts, and industrial zones.
Pollution: Human activities can harm air, water, and soil through waste, chemicals, and emissions.
Impacts of Land Use
Positive: Provides food, shelter, jobs, and recreational areas for people.
Negative: Causes pollution, overcrowding, deforestation, and loss of wildlife habitats  .           



Discussion Questions: 

1-How can we protect the environment while using land?
By planting trees, recycling, using clean energy, protecting parks, and planning cities carefully.
2-What are examples of land use in your community?
Farms, schools, roads, homes, shops, parks, and playgrounds.

Part 2: Our Environment
Environmental Threats 

Pollution: Trash, chemicals, and smoke harm air, water, and soil.
Deforestation: Cutting down trees destroys habitats for animals and increases climate change.
Climate Change: Global warming causes higher temperatures, stronger storms, and rising sea levels.
Endangered Species: Animals at risk of disappearing due to loss of habitat, hunting, or climate effects.
Solutions to Environmental Threats

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: Minimize waste and reuse materials.
Plant Trees: Trees absorb carbon dioxide and provide oxygen.
Use Clean Energy: Solar, wind, and hydro power reduce pollution.
Wildlife Protection: Protect habitats and endangered animals.
Questions

1-What are examples of environmental threats?
Pollution, deforestation, climate change, endangered species.    



2-How can planting trees help the environment?
They absorb carbon dioxide, produce oxygen, provide shelter for animals, and fight climate change.
3-Why is recycling important?
It reduces waste, saves resources, and protects the environment.

Part 3: People on the Move
Emigrants and Immigrants
Emigrants leave their country to live elsewhere.
Immigrants move into a new country to live.
Push and Pull Factors
Push Factors: Conditions that make people leave their home country, such as war, poverty, and natural disasters.
Pull Factors: Conditions that attract people to a new country, such as safety, better jobs, freedom, and education.
Questions
1-What is the difference between an emigrant and an immigrant?
An emigrant leaves a country; an immigrant enters a new country.
2-Give examples of push and pull factors.
Push: War, poverty. Pull: Better jobs, safety.
3-Why do people move from one country to another?
To find better opportunities, safety, and a higher quality of life.
Part 4: Natural Phenomena
Haboob
A haboob is a strong dust or sandstorm in desert regions.
It occurs when dry, loose soil is lifted by strong winds in hot, dry climates.
Questions
1-What is a haboob?
A dust or sandstorm.            


3-Where are haboobs most likely to happen?
In deserts such as the Middle East or the U.S. Southwest.
4-What conditions are needed for a haboob?
Dry soil, strong winds, and hot, dry weather.

Part 5: Nation Building and the United States
Nation Building
Nation building is creating a stable country after gaining independence. It includes setting up a government, laws, schools, and institutions.
Questions : 
1-What does nation building mean?
Creating a stable and organized country after independence.
2-What does a new nation need to build?
Government, laws, institutions, schools, and infrastructure.
Origins of the United States
The 13 colonies were controlled by Britain. Spain controlled the Southwest and Florida. France controlled the Midwest and Louisiana Territory.
1-Who controlled the 13 original colonies?
Britain.
2-Which other countries controlled parts of North America?
Spain and France.
The United States is Born
Declaration of Independence (1776): Colonies declare independence from Britain.
Treaty of Paris (1783): Britain officially recognizes U.S. independence.
U.S. Constitution (1787): Created the government and laws.
1- Which document declared independence?
Declaration of Independence.   



2-What was the purpose of the Treaty of Paris?
To officially recognize the United States as an independent nation.
3-How did the U.S. form a government after independence?
By creating the Constitution.

Part 6: Desalination and Sustainability
Desalination
Desalination is removing salt from seawater to create fresh water for drinking and farming. It is important in places with little freshwater.
Sustainability
Sustainability means using resources wisely to ensure future generations can also use them. Examples include solar energy, wind power, and recycling.
Global Threats and Solutions
Threats: Climate change, pollution, deforestation
Solutions: Reduce, reuse, recycle; save energy; plant trees; conserve water; use clean energy

Part 7: Migrant Workers
Migrant workers move to other countries for work, often in farming, construction, and service industries.
Reasons for Migration
Better wages, more job opportunities, improved living conditions
Impact
Positive: Help fill jobs and boost the economy
Challenges: Low pay, long hours, unsafe conditions, limited legal protections
Questions
1-Who are migrant workers?
People who move to another country for work.  


2-Why do people become migrant workers?
For better jobs and opportunities.
3-What challenges do they face?
Poor pay, long hours, unsafe conditions, and little legal protection.

Part 8: North Africa and the Levant
Geography and Culture
North African countries are shaped by geography. The Sahara Desert and Atlas Mountains affect where people live, jobs, and homes. Trade, religion, and contact with other civilizations shape traditions, music, and festivals.
North African Countries
Morocco: Mountains, deserts, coastlines, medinas (old city), souks (markets), Arabic and Berber languages
Algeria: Sahara Desert, Tell Atlas mountains, Mediterranean coast, deserts and fertile plains
Tunisia: Deserts, mountains, Mediterranean coast, mainly Islam, small Christian and Jewish communities, ancient ruins
Levant (Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Palestine)
Geography: Mountains, plains, rivers, subtropical climate
Population: Most live in cities or near rivers; Bedouins traditionally live a nomadic life
Modern Life: Syria has cities, roads, schools, businesses; Jordan has cafes, cinemas, theaters, malls
Food
Mansaf (Jordan): Lamb cooked in yogurt sauce served with rice and pine nuts
Mahshi (Syria): Stuffed vegetables with rice, meat, and spices
Warak enab (Lebanon): Grape leaves stuffed with rice, meat, and herbs
Kebbah (Lebanon): Ground meat mixed with bulgur wheat, baked, fried, or raw
Music and Art
Muwashshah: Traditional Arabic poetry set to music   



Government
Lebanon: Republic with president and parliament
Jordan: Monarchy
Questions : 
1-What is a medina?
The old part of a city with narrow streets and traditional buildings.
2-What is a souk?
A market where people sell goods like spices, rugs, clothing, and crafts.
3-Why is the Levant called the cradle of civilization?
Because some of the first cities and farming communities began there.

Part 9: Human Connections and Cultural Exchange
Similarities and Differences
People around the world share families, schools, holidays, music, and work. They differ in language, food, clothing, and customs. Geography and climate affect lifestyles.
Ethnicity
A group of people sharing culture, language, history, or traditions. People from different ethnicities can live together and exchange ideas and traditions.
Cultural Exchange
Sharing traditions, food, music, languages, and ideas between cultures. Happens through travel, migration, and communication.
Trade
Trade connects countries, allowing the exchange of goods, inventions, and ideas, building relationships and understanding.
Climate Change Effects
Hotter temperatures, stronger storms, uneven rainfall, melting ice, farming challenges   



Questions :
1-What does it mean for countries to interact?
They communicate, trade, share ideas, or cooperate.
2-What is the largest ethnic group in the Middle East?
Arabs
3-Which language is most spoken in the Middle East?
Arabic
4-Which is an example of infrastructure?
Roads
[bookmark: _GoBack]5-What is an initiative?
A plan
6-How does speaking the same language help in cultural exchange?
It makes communication easier and helps people share ideas.
7-How do the Silk Road and Belt and Road Initiative help countries?
They connect countries through trade, goods, ideas, and culture.
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