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7th Grade: Social Studies Study Guide for Finals  

Lesson 1: Rural Settlements
Definition
Rural settlements are areas outside cities with fewer people. They are mostly linked to agriculture and often have limited services.
Characteristics
Population density is low. Land is mainly used for farming, forests, and farmland. Economic activities include farming, fishing, and forestry. Infrastructure is limited with fewer hospitals and schools. Communities are traditional and close-knit.
Types of Rural Settlements
Dispersed: Homes and farms spread apart.
Nuclear: Buildings grouped around a central point.
Linear: Built along roads, rivers, or valleys.
Scattered: Small separate groups of settlements.
Factors Influencing Patterns
Physical geography, economic opportunities, culture, technology, and government policies influence settlement patterns.
Impacts and Challenges
Rural settlements support agriculture but can face depopulation and environmental effects like deforestation. Challenges include limited services, economic struggles, population decline, and vulnerability to climate change.
Questions and Answers
1-How do land features affect settlement patterns and where people settle?
Land features such as rivers, flat land, fertile soil, and natural resources attract people. Mountains, deserts, and harsh climates discourage settlement.




2-Describe the settlement pattern of a community and reasons for it.
People usually settle near water, fertile land, transportation routes, or safe areas.

3-What are the different functions of clustered settlements that contribute to jobs and quality of life?
Clustered settlements provide markets, shops, schools, healthcare services, and jobs in administration and industries, improving living standards.

Lesson 2: Migration
Key Terms
Migration is moving from one place to another. Emigration is leaving a country to live elsewhere. Immigration is entering a new country to live. A migrant is anyone who moves for work, safety, or opportunity.
Types of Migration
Permanent migration: Moving to live somewhere forever.
Temporary migration: Moving for a short time, such as for work or study.
Voluntary migration: People choose to move, e.g., for education.
Involuntary migration: People are forced to move, e.g., refugees fleeing war or disasters.
Push and Pull Factors
Push factors: Reasons people leave, e.g., war, poverty, natural disasters.
Pull factors: Reasons people are attracted to a new country, e.g., jobs, safety, education.
Ancient Migration
Movement of humans thousands of years ago for food, water, or better living conditions. Example: Early humans leaving Africa.
The Irish Potato Famine
Potato disease caused food shortages from 1845–1852, leading to mass migration. Irish immigrants preserved culture through traditions, language, and   


music. Irish culture is celebrated today through St. Patrick’s Day, music, and communities.
High Immigration and Emigration Areas
High immigration: USA, Canada, Germany (jobs, education, safety).
High emigration: Syria, Venezuela (war, poverty, instability). Immigration increases the workforce, cultural diversity, and demand for services.
Questions and Answers

1-What is the difference between migration, emigration, and immigration?
Migration is movement from one place to another. Emigration is leaving a country. Immigration is entering a new country
2-Who is considered a migrant?
Anyone who moves from one place to another for work, safety, or opportunity.
3-Can migration be permanent and temporary? How?
Permanent migration is moving to stay forever; temporary migration is for a short time for work or study.
4-How do emigration and immigration differ in perspective?
Emigration is leaving a country; immigration is entering a new country.
5-Why do people migrate?
For better jobs, education, safety, or to escape conflict.
6-What is the significance of documentation for migrants?
It ensures legal entry, access to services, and protection of rights. Examples: passports, visas, refugee papers.
7-How is permanent migration different from temporary migration?
Permanent is moving to stay forever; temporary is for a limited period.
8-Give reasons for temporary migration.
Studying abroad, seasonal work, short-term jobs.




9-What factors influence whether migration is permanent or temporary?
Job opportunities, family decisions, education, government policies.
10-What is voluntary migration? Give an example.
When people choose to move, e.g., moving for education.
11-What is involuntary migration? Give an example.
When people are forced to move, e.g., refugees fleeing war.
12-How can war or natural disasters lead to involuntary migration?
They destroy safety, homes, and resources, forcing people to leave.
13-What are push factors? Give three examples.
War, poverty, natural disasters.
14-What are pull factors? Give three examples.
Jobs, safety, education.
15-How do economic opportunities serve as a pull factor?
They attract people seeking better jobs and higher incomes.
16-How does war act as a push factor?
It forces people to leave unsafe conditions in search of peace.
17-What is ancient migration? Give an example.
Movement of humans thousands of years ago, e.g., early humans leaving Africa.
18-How did early human migration spread populations and cultures?
Humans settled in new regions, spreading tools, languages, and culture
19-What were reasons for ancient migrations?
Food, water, survival, better living conditions.
20-What was the Irish Potato Famine and when did it occur?
Food shortage due to potato disease from 1845–1852.




21-How did it lead to migration?
Many people left Ireland to escape hunger and poverty.
22-How did Irish immigrants preserve their culture?
By keeping traditions, language, and music alive.
23-How is Irish culture celebrated today?
Through St. Patrick’s Day, music, and Irish communities .
24-Which countries have high immigration rates and why?
USA, Canada, Germany due to jobs, education, and safety.
25-Which countries have high emigration rates and why?
Syria, Venezuela due to war, poverty, instability.
26-How does immigration impact population and economy?
Increases workforce, cultural diversity, and demand for housing and services.

Lesson 3: Urbanization
Definition
Urbanization is the movement of people from rural areas to cities.
Reasons for Urbanization
People move for jobs, education, healthcare, and better services.
Advantages
Better jobs, education, and healthcare.
Challenges
Overcrowding, pollution, and high costs of living.
Urban Growth Process
Cities grow through new buildings, roads, and services. Governments improve housing, transport, and city planning.    



Transportation in Cities
Important for mobility and reducing congestion. Includes buses, trains, subways, and bicycles. Public transport reduces the number of cars on the road.
Metropolitan Areas and Suburbs
A metropolitan area is a large city and its suburbs. A suburb is a residential area on the city outskirts. People live in suburbs for more space, quieter life, and safety.
Environmental Challenges
Urban areas face pollution, waste, and resource shortages. Recycling, sanitation systems, and policies help manage these problems.
UN Sustainable Development Goals
Aim to improve transportation, reduce pollution, increase affordable housing, and make cities safer, cleaner, and inclusive.
Questions and Answers :   

1- What is urbanization?
Movement from rural areas to cities.
2-Why do people move to cities?
For jobs, education, healthcare, and better services.
3-How has urbanization affected cities globally?
Cities have grown, facing overcrowding and pollution.
4-Name three advantages of urbanization.
Better jobs, education, healthcare.
5-Name three challenges of urbanization.
Overcrowding, pollution, high living costs.
6-How does overcrowding affect urban areas?
Leads to traffic, housing shortages, and strained resources.




Economic Activities and Geography
Economic Geography
Economic geography studies how people use resources, produce goods, provide services, and how geography affects economic activities.
Demographic Transition
Demographic transition explains population changes as countries develop.
Stage 1 occurs when both birth and death rates are high.
Stage 2 occurs when death rates decline but birth rates remain high.
Stage 3 occurs when birth rates decline and population growth slows.
Stage 4 occurs when both birth and death rates are low, leading to a stable population.
Stage 5 occurs when birth rates fall below death rates, and the population may shrink.
Human Development Index (HDI)
The Human Development Index measures life expectancy, education, and income per person. High HDI is found in regions with good healthcare, education, and economic opportunities.
Supply Chain
A supply chain shows the steps a product goes through from raw materials to the customer. Technology has made supply chains faster and global.
Trade and Global Economy
Trade allows the exchange of goods and services, creating jobs and wealth. Geography affects production and trade routes. Globalization connects countries through trade and culture. Tariffs protect local industries, while free trade removes barriers. Geographic specialization allows regions to produce what they do best. Technology transfer and outsourcing improve production.  


An example of the impact of trade on the global economy is the Ever Given incident, when a container ship blocked the Suez Canal in 2021, temporarily halting global trade.
Trade agreements are deals between countries to reduce tariffs and encourage trade cooperation.    

Trade Routes and Cultural Change
[bookmark: _GoBack]Trade Routes
Trade routes are paths used to buy, sell, and exchange goods, connecting civilizations. Traders also spread ideas, religions, inventions, and traditions.
The Silk Road connected China, Central Asia, the Middle East, and Europe. It traded silk, spices, tea, metals, and glass, and spread Buddhism and Islam.
The Trans-Saharan Trade connected West Africa to North Africa. Camels carried gold, salt, and ivory, spreading Islam and strengthening kingdoms like Ghana, Mali, and Songhai.
The Maritime Silk Roads were sea routes connecting East Asia, Southeast Asia, India, the Middle East, and East Africa. Ports along these routes became centers of cultural exchange.
Impact on Culture
Trade introduced new foods, clothing, art, religions, and ideas. Cities became culturally diverse. Examples of cultural ideas spread through trade include Buddhism from India to China, Islam into Africa and Southeast Asia, and the sharing of scientific knowledge, mathematics, and art.
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