[image: ]


10th Grade World History Study Guide: 

Civilizations:

Q1: What are the defining characteristics of a civilization and how did they emerge in different regions 

Civilizations developed through agriculture, urban centers, organized governments, writing systems, religion, and trade. They emerged in river valleys such as the Nile, Tigris-Euphrates, Indus, and Yellow River.

Q2: What similarities and differences exist between ancient Greek and Roman civilizations

Both valued art, architecture, and government. Greece focused on democracy and philosophy, while Rome developed republican institutions, engineering, and law.

Q3: How did trade networks influence the development of ancient civilizations 

Trade spread goods, ideas, technologies, and religions, connecting civilizations across continents.

Q4: In what ways did religion shape the political and social structures of early civilizations

Religion legitimized rulers, shaped laws, and influenced cultural practices in civilizations such as Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Rome.

What lessons can modern societies learn from the successes and failures of ancient civilizations

Modern societies can learn the importance of innovation, cultural exchange, strong governance, and sustainability, as well as the dangers of inequality and over expansion.







 The Neolithic Revolution and the Rise of Civilization:

Prehistory and the Stone Ages 

Prehistory is divided into two main eras: the Old Stone Age, also called the Paleolithic Period, and the New Stone Age, called the Neolithic Period. During both eras, humans made stone tools, but the Neolithic Period brought important new skills and technologies that changed the way people lived.

The Old Stone Age: Life of Hunter-Gatherers

Early modern humans in the Paleolithic Period were nomads who moved in small groups to hunt animals and gather plants for food. They made simple tools and weapons, used fire for cooking, and wore animal skins for clothing. They also developed spoken language, which allowed them to cooperate more effectively during hunts. People began burying their dead, which suggests a belief in life after death. Cave paintings of humans and animals indicate that early humans practiced animism, the belief that spirits exist in animals, objects, or dreams.

The Neolithic Revolution: Farming Changes Everything

About 12,000 years ago, humans discovered farming. Instead of constantly moving in search of food, they began to settle in permanent villages. This period, known as the Neolithic Revolution, allowed humans to domesticate plants and animals, produce food surpluses, and store extra supplies for future use. Archaeological sites such as Çatalhüyük in Turkey and Jericho in the West Bank show that early villages were organized with councils of elders or warriors making important decisions. New technologies such as calendars, plows, and methods for protecting crops helped farming succeed, and populations began to grow.











The Rise of Civilization : 

Civilizations first appeared in fertile river valleys, where water supported farming, transportation, and trade. Floodwaters made the soil rich, allowing farmers to grow more food than they needed. Surplus food supported larger populations and the growth of cities. Central governments managed large 

projects, established laws, and organized defense. Complex religions developed, often with many gods connected to natural forces. People specialized in jobs beyond farming, such as artisans who made goods by hand. Social classes emerged, with priests and nobles at the top, merchants and artisans in the middle, and peasants and slaves at the bottom. Art, architecture, and writing, such as pictographs, reflected cultural values. Over time, migration, trade, and warfare spread ideas and technologies, a process called cultural diffusion. Civilizations grew into city-states and later empires.

Review Questions and Answers:

Q1: Describe the tools used by hunter-gatherer societies. 

 Hunter-gatherers used simple stone tools and weapons for hunting and gathering food. They also used fire for cooking and animal skins for clothing.

Q2: How did farming change the lives of Neolithic people?

 Farming allowed people to settle in permanent villages, domesticate plants and animals, produce food surpluses, and develop new technologies. It led to population growth and more organized communities.

Q3: Describe the Out of Africa theory. 

 The Out of Africa theory suggests that modern humans first developed in Africa and later migrated to other parts of the world, spreading their culture and technology.





Q4: Citing evidence from the text on early hominids’ use of tools, what can you infer about how they obtained food? How does that differ from how we obtain food today?
 Early hominids used simple tools to hunt animals and gather plants directly from nature. Today, people mostly obtain food through farming, trade, and 

markets rather than hunting and gathering.

Q5: Which features do you think most affected the daily lives of average people?

 Farming and surplus food most affected daily life because they allowed people to settle, build communities, and have specialized jobs beyond farming.

Q6: What role did religion play in early civilizations? 

 Religion explained natural forces, influenced government and social order, and shaped cultural values. People built temples, held ceremonies, and believed in multiple gods.

Q7: Define the following words: 

1-Pictographs are simple drawings that represent objects.2- Scribes were trained people who could read and write.3- Artisans were skilled workers who created goods by hand.

Q8: How did river valleys help civilizations prosper? 

 River valleys provided fertile soil, water for farming, transportation, and trade, supporting larger populations and the growth of cities.

Q9: Describe how river valleys were ideal locations for the development of civilization.

 River valleys offered fertile land from floodwaters, abundant resources, and easy transportation. These conditions supported farming, population growth, and cultural development.




Q10: How was the need for a food supply related to the development of government in the first cities? 

 Governments organized farming, stored surplus food, managed irrigation, and created laws to protect food supplies, helping stabilize growing cities.

Q11: How did trade enable cultural diffusion?

 Trade introduced people to new goods, ideas, and technologies, allowing cultures to adopt and adapt practices from one another.

Q12: Why did early civilizations develop near major rivers? 

 Civilizations developed near rivers because they provided water, fertile soil, food, and transportation, which supported farming and the growth of cities.

 Civilization Begins:

Early Civilizations and River Valleys 

The earliest civilizations developed near major rivers. Rivers provided water for drinking and farming, transportation for trade, and a steady supply of food. Floodwaters made the soil fertile, allowing farmers to grow more crops than they needed. With surplus food, people could store supplies for the future and support growing populations. As villages expanded, cities emerged. Outside these cities, people lived in farming villages or as nomadic herders on grasslands, called steppes. In the cities, many people began to have jobs other than farming, such as artisans or merchants.

Features That Define Civilization 

The rise of cities is the main feature of civilization. Other features of most early civilizations included organized governments, complex religions, social classes, arts and architecture, public works, and writing. Central governments were led by chiefs or elders who coordinated large projects like farming or building public works. They also established laws and organized defense. Religion played an important role in society. Most 




people were polytheistic, meaning they believed in many gods, often associated with natural forces like the sun or rivers.
 
Job specialization became common for the first time. Artisans, who were skilled workers, created goods by hand, while other people held different roles in society. Social classes developed, with priests and nobles at the top, merchants and artisans in the middle, peasants who farmed the land below them, and  

slaves at the bottom. Art and architecture reflected the beliefs and values of the civilization, with large palaces and temples decorated with paintings and 
statues. Writing also developed, starting with pictographs, which are simple drawings representing objects. As writing became more complex, only trained individuals called scribes could read and write.

Civilizations Change: 

Over time, early civilizations changed due to famine, drought, or other disasters that sometimes-forced people to migrate. Migration, along with trade and warfare, led to cultural diffusion, the spread of ideas, customs, skills, and technologies between peoples. Trade introduced new goods and methods, while victorious armies often imposed their ways of life on conquered peoples while adopting aspects of their culture. As rulers gained more territory, city-states emerged, which were political units consisting of a city and its surrounding lands. Later, this expansion led to the creation of the first empires, which were groups of states or territories ruled by one leader.

Review Questions and Answers:

Q1: Why did early civilizations develop near major rivers? 

 Civilizations developed near rivers because rivers provided water, fertile soil, food, and transportation, which supported farming and the growth of cities.








Q2: What roles did central governments have in early civilizations?

 Central governments coordinated large projects like farming and public works, established laws, organized defense, and maintained order in growing cities.

Q3: How did farming contribute to the growth of cities? 

 Farming allowed people to produce surplus food, store it, and support larger populations, which led to the expansion of villages into cities.

Q4: What was the main feature of civilization? 

 The main feature of civilization is the rise of cities, where people lived in 

organized communities with specialized jobs and social structures.

Q5: What is cultural diffusion and how did it occur? 

 Cultural diffusion is the spread of ideas, customs, skills, and technologies between peoples. It occurred through migration, trade, and warfare.

Q6: What is a city-state?

 A city-state is a political unit consisting of a city and its surrounding lands and villages, often governed independently.

Q7: What is an empire?

 An empire is a group of states or territories controlled by a single ruler.

Q8: How did social classes develop in early civilizations?

 Social classes developed based on jobs and wealth. Priests and nobles were at the top, merchants and artisans in the middle, peasants who farmed the land below them, and slaves at the bottom.





Q9: How did art and writing reflect the culture of early civilizations? 

Art and architecture expressed the beliefs and values of the civilization through palaces, temples, statues, and paintings. Writing, starting with pictographs, allowed records to be kept and communication to be formalized, with scribes trained to read and write.
CIVILIZATIONS ARISE IN THE FERTILE CRESCENT
The Geographic Setting

The Fertile Crescent stretches in a wide arc from the Persian Gulf to the Mediterranean Sea. Its rich soil and access to water made it one of the earliest centers of civilization. Sumerian civilization began more than five thousand years ago along the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in what is now Iraq. These rivers flowed from the mountains of present-day Turkey toward the Persian Gulf. Their waters nourished crops and allowed early settlements to grow.

Flooding often occurred in the spring or early summer when mountain snows melted. These floods could be destructive, washing away topsoil and homes. Yet, the rivers also left behind silt, a fine fertile material that enriched the soil. This combination of danger and opportunity shaped how early people lived.
Why the Region Became a Crossroads

Unlike regions surrounded by mountains or oceans, the Fertile Crescent had very few natural barriers. Deserts to the south and grassland areas to the north allowed movement across regions. Nomads, migrating herders, merchants, and invading armies passed through. Because it connected Asia, Africa, and Europe, the Fertile Crescent became a meeting place for different cultures. Ideas, technologies, religions, and goods spread widely because of this constant movement.




Environmental Challenges and the Need for Organization

Life in Mesopotamia required cooperation. Floods could destroy entire settlements, while in other seasons droughts and hot winds could ruin crops. To survive, people had to control the flow of rivers. They built dikes to hold back floods and irrigation canals to carry water to fields. These projects required planning, leadership, and large groups of workers.
Over time, the management of water systems led to the development of organized government. Temple priests first oversaw these projects, but 
later kings took control. Complex irrigation systems helped farming communities grow into larger cities.
Rise of Sumerian City-States

By about 3300 B.C., Sumer developed in southeastern Mesopotamia as the world’s first civilization. Sumer was divided into city-states. Each city-state included the city and its surrounding lands. Cities such as Ur, Uruk, Lagash, and Eridu were centers of trade, worship, and government.
Because Sumer lacked natural building materials like stone or timber, Sumerians used the resources they did have. They made bricks out of clay and water, shaping them in molds and drying them in the sun. These bricks became the foundation of early architecture and allowed Sumerians to build temples, walls, and homes.
Geographic Limits on Civilization 

Civilizations in Mesopotamia were shaped by their environment. Deserts to the west limited expansion, mountains to the north and east restricted travel, and the Persian Gulf blocked movement to the southeast. These natural features helped define the boundaries of early empires.
SUMERIAN SOCIETY AND CULTURE
Social Organization
Sumerian society was divided into classes. At the top were rulers, priests, and high officials who held political and religious power. A middle class 


included merchants, artisans, scribes, and lesser priests. The largest group consisted of peasant farmers who worked the land. This social structure shows that the civilization depended on both leadership and agricultural labor.
Religion
Sumerians were polytheistic. They believed their gods controlled natural forces such as storms, floods, and fertility. Each city-state worshipped its own chief god or goddess. The center of religious life was the ziggurat, a
large stepped platform topped with a temple where priests offered rituals and ceremonies.
Invention of Writing
One of the most important Sumerian achievements was writing. Early writing started as pictographs, simple drawings representing objects. Over time, Sumerians developed cuneiform, which used wedge-shaped marks pressed into clay tablets.
Writing allowed Sumerians to record business transactions, laws, myths, prayers, and scientific observations. Knowledge could now be stored, shared, and passed on to future generations.
Sumerian Advances in Learning
Sumerians made major discoveries in mathematics and astronomy. They developed a number system based on six, which led to the sixty-minute hour and the three-hundred-sixty-degree circle. They studied stars and planets to create calendars that helped farmers plan planting and harvesting. Their ideas influenced later civilizations such as the Babylonians, Greeks, and Romans.
EMPIRES OF MESOPOTAMIA
The Akkadian Empire
Sargon of Akkad conquered the Sumerian city-states around 2300 B.C. He created the world’s first empire by uniting different peoples under one rule. His empire introduced the idea of centralized authority that extended over a large territory.




The Babylonian Empire and Hammurabi’s Code

In about 1790 B.C., Hammurabi, king of Babylon, unified Mesopotamia. His most lasting achievement was the codification of laws. Hammurabi gathered and organized all the laws of the region into a single code carved into stone pillars.
Civil laws dealt with private matters such as property, marriage, and business. Criminal laws addressed offenses like assault, robbery, and murder. Because the laws were written and displayed publicly, everyone knew the rules and consequences. This created unity and fairness among diverse people.
New Empires and Cultural Contributions

The Hittites brought iron technology to the region. Iron tools and weapons were stronger and more durable than bronze or copper, shifting military power.
The Assyrians built a large empire with a reputation for military strength. They created one of the first libraries and developed technologies such as glassmaking and early lock-and-key devices.
Nebuchadnezzar revived Babylon and supported advancements in astronomy. His empire stretched from the Persian Gulf to the Mediterranean Sea until Persia conquered it.
The Persian Empire 

Under Darius I, the Persian Empire expanded across a vast territory. Darius organized the empire into provinces ruled by local governors. He created a bureaucracy that allowed officials to manage taxes, laws, and military affairs efficiently.
Darius also encouraged unity by building an extensive road system and introducing a single coinage to support a money economy. The teachings of Zoroaster emphasized belief in one god and moral judgment, influencing later religions.


Phoenician Achievements

The Phoenicians were expert sea traders. Their colonies spread culture around the Mediterranean. Their most significant contribution was the alphabet, which used symbols to represent sounds. This system made writing easier and influenced Greek, Latin, and modern alphabets.
Questions and answers : 
Q1 : How did geography influence the development of civilizations in the Fertile Crescent?

A1: Geography shaped civilization in the Fertile Crescent by providing rich, fertile soil from the flooding of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. This allowed early people to grow surplus crops, which supported population growth and the rise of cities. The rivers also supplied water for irrigation, helped farmers control their crops, and made transportation and trade easier. However, the lack of natural barriers meant the region was open to invasions, influencing the development of strong governments and city-states.
Q2 : A series of early civilizations arose between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, called Mesopotamia. What natural features may have limited the expansion of these civilizations?

A2: Expansion was limited by several natural features. To the north and east were mountains that restricted movement. To the south was the Arabian Desert, which made travel and settlement difficult. Marshes and unpredictable flooding along the rivers also created challenges. These natural barriers kept Mesopotamian city-states relatively small and separated.
Q3 : What does the Sumerian Social Hierarchy indicate about how Sumerian society supported its life?

A3: The social hierarchy shows that Sumerian society depended on a 



structured system where everyone had a role. Priests and rulers were at the top because religion and leadership were essential for organizing society and controlling irrigation. Skilled workers like merchants, craftsmen, and scribes formed the middle level, showing the importance of trade, record-keeping, and specialized labor. Farmers and laborers, the largest group, provided the food that sustained the entire civilization. The hierarchy reveals that Sumerians relied on cooperation, organization, and specialization to survive.
Q4: Describe the three levels of Sumerian society?

A4: The upper class included kings, priests, and nobles, who held power, controlled land, and directed religious and governmental life. The middle class was made up of merchants, artisans, scribes, and skilled workers who kept the economy functioning through trade, writing, and craftsmanship. The lower class included farmers and laborers, who produced the food and performed the manual work required for the society to function.
Q5: How did cuneiform writing allow Sumerians to communicate more effectively?

A5: Cuneiform allowed Sumerians to record information clearly and permanently. They used it to document laws, trade, taxes, stories, and religious beliefs. Writing made communication more reliable because leaders and workers could refer to written records instead of relying on memory. It also made it possible to pass knowledge to future generations and keep organized records for government and trade.
Q6 : What advances did the Sumerians make in mathematics and astronomy?

A6: Sumerians developed a number system based on 60, which is why we still use 60 seconds in a minute and 360 degrees in a circle. They used geometry to measure land and build structures. In astronomy, they charted 


the movement of the stars and planets, created a calendar, and used their observations to help with farming and religious events.
Q8: Analyze Information :The purpose of Hammurabi’s Code was to create common bonds among the diverse people of the society. Why was it important that Hammurabi’s Code was a written legal code?

A8: Having a written legal code meant that the laws were clear, fixed, and publicly available for all to see. It prevented rulers from changing laws unfairly and protected people by giving them a consistent set of expectations. Writing the laws made justice more predictable and unified the diverse people of the empire under one system.

Q9: What was the most important and lasting legacy of Hammurabi’s Code?

A9: Its most lasting legacy was the idea that laws should be written and applied to everyone in society. It established the principle that the government has a responsibility to create and enforce laws fairly. This concept influenced future legal systems in many civilizations.
Q10 : The Assyrian empire controlled much of the land in the ancient Middle East. What earlier empires did the Assyrians conquer in order to build their large empire?

A10: The Assyrians conquered the Babylonians, the Hittites, and many smaller Mesopotamian city-states. They expanded into regions such as Egypt, the eastern Mediterranean coast, and parts of Anatolia, building one of the largest empires of the ancient world.






Q11 : Identify Name a significant contribution made by the Hittites, Assyrians, and Babylonians after each group’s conquest in the Middle East?

A11: The Hittites introduced iron-working, giving them stronger weapons and tools. The Assyrians contributed advanced military strategies and the first large library in Nineveh. The Babylonians, especially under Nebuchadnezzar, contributed achievements in architecture, astronomy, and the rebuilding of Babylon into a major cultural center.

The Ancient Israelites and the Origins of Judaism
The Land of Ancient Israel

The ancient land of Israel was located on the eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea, in the region once called Canaan. Early Israelites lived in small hill-country villages and shared many cultural traits with other Canaanites. Even though their daily life and material culture were similar, their religion made them unique.
The Development of Judaism
More than 3,000 years ago, the ancient Israelites developed the religion of Judaism. This religion became a defining part of their identity and continues today as one of the world’s major faiths.
The Israelites’ Unique Belief System
The ancient Israelites, also called Hebrews, believed in only one God. This belief in monotheism set them apart from other nearby 





peoples, who worshiped many gods. Their belief system was long-lasting and influential.
The Nature of God in Israelite Belief
The Israelites believed their one God was all-knowing, all-powerful, and present everywhere. They believed that God guided history and that events in their lives were part of God’s plan. Their actions and choices shaped how that plan unfolded.
The Torah and the Hebrew Bible
The Torah is the most sacred text of Judaism. It includes the first five books of the Hebrew Bible: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. The full Hebrew Bible contains 24 books. Additional laws, customs, and teachings were later written in the Talmud, a very large collection of writings important to Jewish tradition.
Key Idea Summary
The ancient Israelites differed from nearby peoples because they believed in one God rather than many. Their religious beliefs, sacred texts, and view of history formed the foundation of Judaism.













Study Guide: The Ancient Israelites
Origins of the Israelites
Abraham is considered the father of the Israelites and the founder of Judaism. According to the Torah, Abraham lived in Mesopotamia and later moved to Haran. God called Abraham and offered him a covenant: if he left his home and followed God, he would become the father of a great nation. Abraham migrated to Canaan and taught the belief in one God.
God’s Covenant With Abraham
The covenant included two main beliefs of Judaism. First, God promised a special relationship with Abraham and his descendants. Second, God promised that the land of Canaan would one day belong to the Israelites. Because of this, they called Canaan their “promised land.”
Canaan as a Crossroads
Canaan was located between major civilizations such as Mesopotamia and Egypt. Its position near important trade routes made it a meeting point for cultures, goods, and ideas.
The Descendants of Abraham
Abraham’s son Isaac had a son named Jacob. Jacob received the name Israel and had twelve sons. Their descendants became known as the children of Israel. One of Jacob’s sons, Joseph, rose to power in Egypt by interpreting the pharaoh’s dreams. During a famine, Jacob’s family moved to Egypt, but over time the Israelites became enslaved by a new pharaoh.
Moses and the Exodus
Moses renewed God’s covenant with the Israelites. He led them out of slavery in Egypt on a journey called the Exodus. After 40 years of traveling, the Israelites reached Canaan, although Moses died before entering the land.


The Kingdom of Israel
By 1000 B.C., the Israelites formed the Kingdom of Israel. King Saul united the twelve tribes. King David made Jerusalem the capital and strengthened the nation. King Solomon built a magnificent Temple in Jerusalem and increased Israel’s influence through trade and diplomacy.
Division and Conquest
After Solomon’s death, high taxes and forced labor led to revolts. The kingdom split into Israel in the north and Judah in the south.
In 722 B.C., the Assyrians conquered Israel. In 586 B.C., the Babylonians captured Judah, destroyed the Temple, and forced many Jews into exile during the Babylonian Captivity.
The Ten Commandments
The Ten Commandments were laws given to the Israelites. They taught people to worship only one God and to follow rules about honesty, family, and community. These ideas have influenced modern legal and political systems.
Return From Exile
In 539 B.C., the Persian ruler Cyrus the Great conquered Babylon and freed the Jews. Many returned to Judah and rebuilt a smaller version of Solomon’s Temple, though they remained under Persian rule.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Main Idea Question
According to the Torah, the Israelites left Egypt and traveled to Canaan. This destination was special to them because they believed it was the “promised land” that God had given to Abraham and his descendants.
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