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9th Grade English

Unit 1 Literature
“The Moral Logic of Survivor Guilt”
Worksheets





 PUNCTUATION
The Moral Logic of Survivor Guilt
Nancy Sherman
Effective writers use varied punctuation to clarify connections among ideas, including colons, semicolons, and dashes.
	:
	Use a colon to introduce a list, an example, a quotation, or a sentence that summarizes or explains the sentence before it.

	;
	Use a semicolon to join closely related complete sentences or to separate items in a series that already contain several commas.

	—
	Use dashes to indicate an abrupt change of thought or a dramatic interruption, set off a summary statement at the end of a sentence, or set off a nonessential appositive.


	A.	Directions: Rewrite the following items using the punctuation indicated.
	1.	There’s nothing logical about survivor guilt. It is a powerful emotion nonetheless. (semicolon)
                 ___________________________________________________________________________________
	                ___________________________________________________________________________________
	2.	Captain Prior felt responsible. “I deal with the guilt of having cost him his life.” (colon) 
	                 ___________________________________________________________________________________
	                  ___________________________________________________________________________________
	3.	The captain had difficulty accepting the situation. He felt he should have been there for Specialist Pulaski. (semicolon) 
	                  ___________________________________________________________________________________
	                  ___________________________________________________________________________________
	4.	Soldiers feel guilty, even when what happened was not their fault. (dash)
	                   ___________________________________________________________________________________
	                  ___________________________________________________________________________________
B.	Directions: Write a paragraph responding to “The Moral Logic of Survivor Guilt.” Use a semicolon, a colon, and one or two dashes in your paragraph.
	

	

	

	

	



 GREEK ROOT -PATH-
The Greek root -path- means “feeling.” It comes from the Greek word pathos. This root is found in the two closely related words, empathetic and sympathetic.
Empathetic means “identifying with the feelings of others.” If you empathize with someone, you can feel what the other person must be feeling. 
Sympathetic means “feeling concern for the feelings or situation of others, especially in times of sorrow or grief.” 
You can sympathize with someone’s difficult situation without having any empathy. (You feel bad for the person, but you can’t imagine what it feels like to be in his or her shoes.) Similarly, you can empathize with someone (almost feel what the person is feeling) without having sympathy for the choices he or she made.
	A.	Directions: Fill in the chart to show all the forms of the words.
	NOUN
	VERB
	ADJECTIVE
	ADVERB

		empathy
	
	
	

	
	
	sympathetic
	



	B.	Directions: Select the correct word from the box on the right to complete each sentence. 
	1.	Trying to imagine what it must be like to “walk in another person’s shoes” is a good way to develop__________________.
	2.	I feel ____________________ for your situation, but I just can’t understand what you were thinking. 
	3.	It would help if you weren’t so harsh and spoke a little more _______________________.
	4.	It’s easy to _____________________ with someone when you’ve faced a similar problem.
 (
sympathetically
empathize
sympathy
sympathetic
empathy
)	5.	Molly was very ___________________; she told John just how sorry she was for his loss.
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 GREEK ROOT -PATH-
	A.	Directions: Write the correct form of each word. Then use the word you have written in a sentence. Write your sentence on the line below.
	1.	Noun = empathy 	Verb = ___________
	


	2.	Noun = sympathy 	Verb = ___________
	


	3.	Adjective = sympathetic 	Adverb = ___________
	


	4.	Adverb = empathetically 	Adjective = ___________
	



	B.	Directions: Write about a situation where you personally had empathy but no sympathy. In other words, you could understand what the other person was going through, but you couldn’t feel sorry for the person or agree with what he or she had chosen to do. Be sure to use different forms of the words empathy or sympathy in your answer.
	

	

	

	

	



	C.	Directions: Write about a situation where you personally had sympathy but no empathy. In other words, you felt bad for the person, but you could not personally relate to his or her situation. Be sure to use different forms of the words empathy or sympathy in your answer.
	


	

	

	

	








The Moral Logic of Survivor Guilt
Nancy Sherman
WORD LIST
	burden  conscience  remorse  culpability  entrusted  empathetic


	A.   Directions: Match each word from the box above with the appropriate sentence.
	1.	A soldier often feels guilty when a comrade is hurt, even when the uninjured soldier had no ________________________________ for what happened.
	2.	All those fighting together are ________________________________ with protecting their fellow soldiers.
	3.	The guilt that surviving soldiers experience is a form of ________________________________ distress at the misfortune of their fellow fighters.
	4.	Survivor guilt is a ________________________________ that soldiers carry when they return home safely from war.
	5.	One would expect 	________ from someone who knows he has done something wrong.
	6.	The failure to protect a fellow soldier can weigh heavily on a surviving soldier’s _____________.

	B.   Word Study: The Greek root -path- (meaning “feeling”) is found in the words empathetic and sympathetic. It is also found in the different forms of these words. Select the correct word to complete each of the sentences below.
	1.	Soldiers automatically (empathy/empathize) with their fellow fighters.
	2.	Soldiers have no (sympathy/sympathetically) for comrades who don’t step up to share risks and hard work.
	3.	It is hard to fight if you have (empathetic/empathy) for the people fighting on the other side.
	4.	A commander can’t be too (sympathize/sympathetic) or he would allow too many excuses.
	5.	The families at home (sympathize/sympathy) with the soldier’s difficult situation.








 DEVELOPMENT OF IDEAS
The Moral Logic of Survivor Guilt
Nancy Sherman
To fully understand an editorial, you must analyze its claim or central idea and supporting details. To do this, note each main point the writer makes. Then, identify the specific details that explain or illustrate the main point. To help in your analysis of the text, ask questions as you read. For example, it can be helpful to identify the topic of the text, the central point of the text, and the details that support the central point of the text.
	A.	Directions: Ask yourself these questions as you read “The Moral Logic of Survivor Guilt.” Then, record your answers on the lines below each question.
	1.	What is the topic of the editorial?
	


	2.	What is the central point being made?
	

	


	3.	What are some of the details that support this point?
	

	

	



	B.	Directions: On the following lines, summarize “The Moral Logic of Survivor Guilt.”
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