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Surat al-Fajr: Overview and Review Sheet
 Section 1: The Oaths (Verses 1–5)
Allah begins the Surah by swearing by four significant phenomena to emphasize the certainty of the Day of Judgment.
· The Dawn: The break of day.
· The Ten Nights: Generally interpreted as the first ten nights of Dhul-Hijjah.
· The Even and the Odd: * The Odd: Refers to the Day of Arafah (9th of Dhul-Hijjah).
The Even: Refers to the Day of Sacrifice (10th of Dhul-Hijjah).
· The Night: When it runs its course/departs.
Key Concept: These oaths serve as a reminder for "men of understanding" that just as the night and day follow a law, so too will human accountability.

Section 2: Lessons from History (Verses 6–14)
Allah mentions three powerful civilizations that rebelled and were subsequently punished.
	Civilization
	Key Feature
	Prophet Sent

	Aad
	Built lofty pillars/trel lised houses; strongest of their time.
	Prophet Hud

	Thamoud
	Skillfully carved houses out of mountain rocks.
	Prophet Salih

	Pharaoh
	"Owner of the stakes"; known for torturing people.
	Prophet Musa (implied context)


· Divine Watchfulness: Verse 14 reminds us that Allah is Ever Watchful (Labil-Mirsad). He sees all corruption and ensures ultimate justice.

Section 3: The Nature of the Test (Verses 15–20)
This section corrects a common human misconception about wealth and poverty.
· The Misconception: Humans think wealth means Allah is "honoring" them and poverty means Allah is "humiliating" them.
· The Reality: Both richness and poverty are trials (tests) to see how a person behaves.
· Four Criticisms of Human Behavior:
1. Not honoring the orphans.
2. Not encouraging the feeding of the poor.
3. Devouring inheritance greedily.
4. Loving wealth excessively.

Section 4: The Day of Judgment (Verses 21–26)
· Physical Events: The earth will be pounded and crushed into a level plain.
· The Scene: Allah’s "command" comes, and angels appear in rank upon rank.
· Regret: Hell (Jahannam) will be brought into view. Man will remember his deeds, but it will be too late for the reminder to benefit him.
· The Quote: "Oh I wish that I had sent ahead [some good] for my life."

 Section 5: The Reassured Soul (Verses 27–30)
The Surah concludes with a beautiful address to the righteous.
· An-Nafs al-Mutma'innah: The "reassured" or "tranquil" soul.
· The Reward: 1. Returning to Allah well-pleased and pleasing to Him.
2. Joining the company of the righteous.
3. Entering Paradise.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Quick Quiz Self-Check
· Q: Where was this Surah revealed?
· A: Makkah (It is a Makkan Surah).
· Q: What do "The Ten Nights" most commonly refer to?
· A: The first ten days of Dhul-Hijjah.
· Q: Why did Allah punish the Aad and Thamoud?
· A: Because they rebelled and increased corruption in the land.
· Q: According to the Surah, is wealth a sign of Allah’s pleasure?
· A: No, it is a test of generosity and gratitude.
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